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For the Pavel family of Hobart 


‘The ‘Shilo, dream | takes ona new dimension 


H G By RORY HOLSCHER! 


And God took a handful of southerly wind, 
blew his breath over it and created the horse. 
—Bedouin Legend 

I don’t know if anyone in the Wayne Pavel 
family knows the scrap of legend which is 
printed above, but I suspect that each of the 
Pavels (Wayne and his wife Linda, and Traci 
and Michael, their children) could identify at 
once with the sense of wonder and tion 
which the legend conveys. To put it mildly, 
the Pavels love horses. 

And the legend is appropriate for them in 
another way, too, since the horses they love 
best are descendents of the ones ridden across 
the desert sands of Arabia by Bedouin tribes- 
men centuries ago. As the modern era ap- 
proached, those Bedouin horses were dispersed 
to the four corners of the globe. Some were 
sold to Medieval Spaniards, and were brought 
to the New World in the same ships which 
carried the Spanish Conquistadores. 

Others were ridden northward along the 
routes of commerce which connected Arabia 


with France and England. There, some of _ 


the ‘Arabian’ horses, as they came to be, 
called, were mated with the tall, heavy horses 
of northern Europe, to create the breed we 
know today as the racing thoroughbred. 
Wherever people needed small horses with 
speed and great endurance, or wherever 
people were captivated by a combination of 
a delicate, sculpted bone structure and a fiery 
spirit, the Arabian horses went. 

As history, luck, and Wayne Pavel’s desire 
would have it, dozens of them have ended up 
at Pavel’s Shilo Farm, here in Hobart. Pavel, 
the son of a steelworker and a life-long Ho- 
bart resident, applied an in-born business 
sense and his training at the I.U. business 


school to found Shilo, a family business which 
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__ horse farms in the country. 


Shilo began some twenty-two years ago, 

when Wayne Pavel decided that he wanted to 
train, show, and sell Arabians because, as he 
puts it, “they were the most beautiful animals 
in the world.” Equipped only with his busi- 
ness training and a sharp eye for physical 
excellence in horses, Pavel began putting to- 
gether an Arabian herd which has included 
13 national champions and seven reserve 
national champs 

While most of tof the successful Arabian dealers 
rely on outside business incomes or corporate 
backing, Pavel has worked pretty much on 
his own, counting mainly on the help and 
support of his wife Linda, and a small team 
of dedicated professional trainers. Pavel ac- 
knowledges that the Arabian horse business 
can be full of economic uncertainties, es- 
pecially for enterpreneur like himself, but he 
voices strong confidence in the future of 
Shilo. 

His dream seems as strong as it has ever 
been, and now, of course, there are those 20 
championship horses to back it up. 

With the the births of Traci and Michael, the 


“Shilo dream took on a new dimension for 
the Pavels. Traci was taken to her first horse 
show when she was only a few weeks old, and 
now, at age eleven, she is an accomplished 
veteran of the show ring. This summer she 
guided three different Shilo horses to top-ten 
finishes at the Canadian National Champion- 
ships in Toronto, becoming the youngest per- 
son ever to accomplish that fete. 

Much of what Traci knows about horses, 
she’s learned from Rose Williams, another 
Hobart resident and the head trainer of Shilo 
farms. Traci says she’d like to be a trainer 
herslef when she grows up. “It takes a long 
time (to learn),’’ she says of the vocation to 


which she aspires, ‘‘and there are always 
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things that you can learn. Some people think 
they know everything about horses, but the 
good trainers say (that) as long as they’ve 
been in the business, they’re still learning 
new stuff.” 

Although Traci is still too young to do much 
training herself, she has already dem®Onstra’ 
excellent athletic ability, as well as the im- 
portant knack for working well with horses 
in pressure situations. She also seems to 

her father’s drive toward excellence. 
When. she was out of school this summer, 
Traci spent long hours each day practicing 
with the Shilo mount she rides. Her father 
says she would ride as many as ten to fifteen 
horses a day. In her efforts to perfect the 


horses’ performance and her own riding 
skills. 
Her brother Michael, age seven, doesn’t 


ted film which his father uses in marketing some 


of Shilo’s horses. “It’s in-born,’’ Wayne Pavel 
says of his family’s affinity for horses. ‘Horse’ 
was the first word I spoke as a two-year 
old, and ever since the kids were born, they’ve 
ate and slept in an atmosphere with horses.” 

In that way, the Pavel’s family dream — a 
dream of horses fleet as the south wind and 
blessed by an unseen spirit — is being passed 
from one generation to the next. 
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Traci takes the prize 


Traci Pavel of Hobart receives an award for riding one of Shilo ten finishes at Toronto, the most ever achieved there by a per- 
Farms Arabian horses to a top-ten finish at the Canadian Nation- son as young as herself. 
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